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* We ask that this copyrighted informaon be referred to as the Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center.
By:
DURHAM, NH – Aer enjoying widespread popularity throughout much of his tenure as governor, only a slim majority currently approve
of Governor Chris Sununu's job performance. Much of this decline is due to a sizeable drop in support among Democrats. With Sununu
having chosen not to run for the U.S. Senate in 2022, several individuals have been menoned as candidates for the Republican
nominaon, but many are not wel-known or wel-liked in the state. A record low believe the state is headed in the right direcon.
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Pol*, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Eight hundred
fiy-three (853) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between December 16 and December 20, 2021. The margin
of sampling error for the survey is +/- 3.4 percent. Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the state to
targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraon levels
provided by the NH Secretary of State and 2020 elecon results in NH. Granite State Panel members are recruited from
randomly-selected landline and cel phone numbers across New Hampshire and surveys are sent periodicaly to panel members.
Gubernatorial Approval
Governor Chris Sununu decided recently to forgo a run for U.S. Senate in 2022 and has been a very popular governor during his three
terms. However, during 2021, Governor Sununu, like many other governors across the country, has become less popular as the COVID
pandemic drags on. Granite Staters are currently closely divided in their assessment of Governor Sununu's job performance: 52% of New
Hampshire residents approve of Sununu's performance as governor, 47% disapprove, and 1% neither approve nor disapprove or don't
know. Sununu's net approval rang (the percentage who approve minus the percentage who disapprove) among Granite Staters is +5,
the lowest of his governorship, and down from +65 in May 2020.








































Much of Sununu's faling approval rang is due to a decline in support among Democrats: only 19% approve of Sununu's performance,
down from 24% in November and 67% in May 2020. Just over half (56%) of Independents and 86% of Republicans approve of Sununu's
performance, both largely unchanged since November, although Sununu's support among Independents has falen over the past six
months.















Job Approval - Governor Chris Sununu - By Party Idenficaon
OVERALL Democrat Independent Republican
COVID-19
Granite Staters are also less likely to approve of Sununu's handling of COVID-19: 57% approve of his handling of the pandemic, 42%
disapprove, and 1% neither approve nor disapprove or don't know. Ninety-three percent of Republicans approve of Sununu's handling of
the pandemic and 56% of Independents approve but only 26% of Democrats agree, a record low.













































Approval of Governor Sununu's Handling of Coronavirus (COVID-19) Situaon
Favorability
A plurality of New Hampshire residents (40%) have a favorable opinion of Sununu personaly, while 35% have an unfavorable view of
him, 25% are neutral, and less than 1% are unsure. Sununu's net favorability (the percentage who have a favorable view of Sununu minus
the percentage who have an unfavorable view) is +5, down from +18 in November and a good deal lower than throughout his tenure as
governor.



















New Hampshire residents are closely divided in their opinion of Senator Maggie Hassan, who is running for re-elecon next year: 43%
have a favorable opinion of Hassan, 40% have an unfavorable view of her, 16% are neutral, and 1% are unsure. Hassan's net favorability
is +4, up from -10 in November, and this is the first me Hassan has had a posive net favorability since February 2021.




















Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't know/Not Sure
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't know/Not Sure
Favorability - Chris Sununu
Favorability - Maggie Hassan
Sununu decided not to chalenge Hassan in the 2022 elecon for the U.S. Senate. Rered General Don Bolduc, who sought but did not
win the Republican nominaon in the 2020 Senate race, has announced his candidacy for the 2022 contest, while several others have
been menoned as possible candidates. Bolduc is viewed favorably by 18% of Granite Staters, 33% have an unfavorable opinion of him,
14% are neutral, and 35% don't know enough to say. 2020 Republican nominee Corky Messner, meanwhile, is viewed favorably by only
8% of state residents, 41% have an unfavorable view of him, 21% are neutral, and 30% don't know enough to say.
President of the New Hampshire Senate Chuck Morse is viewed favorably by 8% of Granite Staters, 25% view him unfavorably, 13% are
neutral, and 55% don't know enough to say. Commissioner of the NH Department of Educaon Frank Edelblut is viewed favorably by 7%,
32% view him unfavorably, 19% are neutral, and 42% don't know enough to say. Former Congressman Frank Guinta is viewed favorably
by only 5% of Granite Staters, 36% have an unfavorable opinion of him, 22% are neutral, and 37% don't know enough to say.
Businessman Bil Binnie and Londonderry Town Manager Kevin Smith, who have not run for statewide office since 2010 and 2012,
respecvely, are unknown in the state: 5% have a favorable view of Binnie, 15% have an unfavorable view of him, 9% are neutral, and
72% don't know enough to say while 3% have a favorable opinion of Smith, 12% have an unfavorable view of him, 9% are neutral, and
76% don't know enough to say.



































These candidates are viewed far more favorably among self-idenfied Republicans but many are sl unaware of them. Bolduc has a net
favorability rang of +34 among Republicans, folowed by Morse (+13), Binnie (+7), Messner (+5), Smith (+4), Edelblut (+4) and Guinta
(-2). However, majories don't know enough to have an opinion on Binnie (77%), Smith (76%), Morse (64%), and Edelblut (56%), while
fewer are unaware of Guinta (44%), Messner (38%), and Bolduc (38%).
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't know/Not Sure
Favorability - Possible Republican 2022 Senate Candidates















Net Favorability - Possible Republican 2022 Senate Candidates - Among Self-Idenfied Republicans
New Hampshire Heading in Right Direcon or On Wrong Track
As the COVID pandemic has connued, the percentage of New Hampshire residents who think the state is headed in the right direcon
has dropped. Only 37% of New Hampshire residents believe that things in the state are headed in the right direcon, 39% believe things
are seriously off on the wrong track, and 24% are unsure. The percentage of Granite Staters who say the state is on the right track (37%)
has falen since November (44%). For the first me since the queson was first asked in 2003, the percentage who say the state is
headed in the right direcon is lower than the percentage who say the state is on the wrong track.













Benson Lynch Hassan Sununu
Right Direcon or Wrong Track - NH
Right direction Wrong track Don't know/Not Sure















Benson Lynch Hassan Sununu
Right Direcon or Wrong Track - NH - By Party ID
OVERALL Democrat Independent Republican
Sixty-two percent of Republicans and 42% of Independents believe the state is headed in the right direcon but only 12% of Democrats
agree, a record low.
Most Important Problem Facing New Hampshire
Twenty-nine percent of New Hampshire residents believe that the COVID-19 pandemic is the most important problem facing the state
while 21% believe that jobs or the economy is the most important problem. Nine percent cite housing as the most important problem
facing the state, 5% believe it is educaon, 3% believe it is health care, 3% believe it is drugs, 2% believe it is taxes, and less than 1%
believe it is the state budget. Twenty-seven percent menon another problem and less than 1% are unsure.
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December 2021 27%21%29% 3%5%9%






































Granite State Pol Methodology
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Eight hundred
fiy-three (853) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between December 16 and December 20, 2021. The margin
of sampling error for the survey is +/- 3.4 percent. These MSE's have not been adjusted for design effect. The response rate for the
December 2021 Granite State Pol is 30%. The design effect for the survey is 2.8%.
Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community
Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraon levels provided by the NH Secretary of State and to
2020 elecon results in New Hampshire.
The Granite State Panel is part of an effort by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center to invesgate new ways of gathering and
understanding the opinion of New Hampshire residents. Approximately 7,500 New Hampshire adults were recruited from randomly
selected landline and cel phone numbers to parcipate in the panel. Panelists are then asked to parcipate in online surveys sponsored
by the UNH Survey Center.
The number of respondents in each demographic below may not equal the number reported in cross-tabulaon tables as some
respondents choose not to answer some quesons. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to 100%.








































Voted for other 2020 candidate






































































































































































































































Approval of Governor Sununu's Job Performance
















































































































Approval of Governor Sununu's Handling of Coronavirus (COVID-19) Situaon
Generaly speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the way Chris Sununu is handling the coronavirus (COVID-19) situaon?































































































































































































































Favorability - Chris Sununu
Below are a list of polical figures in New Hampshire. Please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of each of
them or if you don't know enough about them to say - Governor Chris Sununu









































































































































































































































































Favorability - Maggie Hassan
Below are a list of polical figures in New Hampshire. Please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of each of
them or if you don't know enough about them to say - Senator Maggie Hassan











































Favorability - Corky Messner
Below are a list of polical figures in New Hampshire. Please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of each of
them or if you don't know enough about them to say - Aorney Corky Messner
Favorability - Bil Binnie
Below are a list of polical figures in New Hampshire. Please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of each of
them or if you don't know enough about them to say - Businessman Bil Binnie
N
834
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't know/Not Sure
December 2021 72%15%9%5%
Favorability - Frank Guinta
Below are a list of polical figures in New Hampshire. Please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of each of
them or if you don't know enough about them to say - Former Congressman Frank Guinta




Favorability - Chuck Morse
Below are a list of polical figures in New Hampshire. Please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of each of
them or if you don't know enough about them to say - President of the NH Senate Chuck Morse




Favorability - Kevin Smith
Below are a list of polical figures in New Hampshire. Please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of each of
them or if you don't know enough about them to say - Londonderry Town Manager Kevin Smith








Favorability - Frank Edelblut
Below are a list of polical figures in New Hampshire. Please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of each of
them or if you don't know enough about them to say - Commissioner of the NH Department of Educaon Frank Edelblut
Favorability - Don Bolduc
Below are a list of polical figures in New Hampshire. Please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of each of
















































































Right Direcon or Wrong Track - New Hampshire













































































































































Right Direcon or Wrong Track - New Hampshire
































































































Most Important Problem - New Hampshire


















































































































































Most Important Problem - New Hampshire


















































































































































Voted for other 2020 candidate













































































































































Approval of Governor Sununu's Job Performance
Approve Disapprove Neither/DK


















































Voted for other 2020 candidate












































































































































Approval of Governor Sununu's Handling of Coronavirus (COVID-19) Situaon
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't know/Not Sure


















































Voted for other 2020 candidate
























































































































































Favorability - Chris Sununu
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't know/Not Sure


















































Voted for other 2020 candidate












































































































































































Favorability - Maggie Hassan
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't know/Not Sure


















































Voted for other 2020 candidate





















































































































































































Favorability - Corky Messner
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't know/Not Sure


















































Voted for other 2020 candidate




















































































































































































Favorability - Bil Binnie
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't know/Not Sure


















































Voted for other 2020 candidate



















































































































































































Favorability - Frank Guinta
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't know/Not Sure


















































Voted for other 2020 candidate




















































































































































































Favorability - Chuck Morse
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't know/Not Sure


















































Voted for other 2020 candidate



















































































































































































Favorability - Kevin Smith
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't know/Not Sure


















































Voted for other 2020 candidate




















































































































































































Favorability - Frank Edelblut
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't know/Not Sure


















































Voted for other 2020 candidate





















































































































































































Favorability - Don Bolduc
Right direction Wrong track Don't know/Not Sure


















































Voted for other 2020 candidate

















































































































































Right Direcon or Wrong Track - New Hampshire
COVID-19 Drugs Education Health care Housing
















































Voted for other 2020 candidate














































































































































































Most Important Problem - New Hampshire
Jobs/Economy State budget Taxes Other DK/Not Sure


















































Voted for other 2020 candidate



























































































































































































Most Important Problem - New Hampshire
